
 

 

 

What’s Love Got To Do With It? Everything! 
 

By Dennis M. Mueller 
 
 Love is powerful.  As evidenced by the crucifixion of Christ, it can and has changed the world.  Love is also 
infinite.  Have you ever run out of love?  Have you ever heard an expectant parent dreading the birth of a child be-
cause they've no love left to give?  Of course not!  We have a limited capacity for just about everything in this 
world of ours, except for our capacity to love.  In John's first epistle, he writes, "God is love" (1 Jn 4:8, 16).  We are 
hardwired with an infinite capacity for love than can only be satiated by an infinite God who is love. 
 But what do we mean exactly when we use the word love?  This is an important question because it directly 
impacts our understanding of God who defines Himself as love.  The problem with defining love is that it has be-
come one of the more overused and misused words in the English language.  We tie love into happiness, fulfill-
ment, emotions, and sexual activity.  We talk more about how much we love "things" than we love "people," and 
we speak even less about our love for God.  "I love ice cream."   "I love the Eagles."  "I love that song."  "He loves 
being the center of attention."  And then there's all of the songs about love with titles like, Love is a Battlefield,  
Love Hurts, Love Bites, and Tainted Love.  We speak of love as being fleeting, blind, a second-hand emotion, and 
for fools.  Is it any wonder why the world is so absolutely confused as to what True Love really is?   
 The Bible presents several definitions for love.  There is philo – the love between friends, and storge – the 
love between parents and their children.  Then there is eros – the passionate, physical, sexual love between a hus-
band and a wife.  However, in the New Testament, the most frequently used word for love is agape – sacrificial 
love.  Agape is a love of choice.  Unlike the other words used for love in the Bible, 
agape is free from emotional attachment.  It is deliberate and willful.  At its heart, 
agape is the driving desire to will the good of another in such a way that their 
needs take primacy over ours.  This expression of love fits well with our under-
standing of God as Love, and how, created in his image and likeness, we are called 
to love as God loves, or rather to love as God is.  Living this kind of love engenders 
tolerance, compassion, and unconditional acceptance of others, as well as the abil-
ity to love others as we love ourselves.  It creates harmony among one another.  It 
is the kind of love that serves as an antidote to self-interest, selfishness, bigotry, 
bias, and hate.  It is the type of love that creates a spirit within us that desires to see 
another's needs met before our own.  Of course the irony is that if we all live this 
way, we would never want for anything for just as we place someone else's needs 
ahead of ours, there would be someone else doing the same for us.  As Paul notes 
in his 1st letter to the Corinthians, love is the greatest of the virtues.  But the real  
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2020: Vision for the New Year 
 

 As we begin a new year, I hope and pray that the coming months will be filled with many blessings for 
you and your loved ones, for our Parish and Archdiocese, and for our country and world.  I am grateful for the 
work of our Parish Staff, Parish Pastoral Council, and Parish Finance Council.  All that is accomplished on a 
daily basis by our Parish, our School, and our Religious Education Program is made possible because of the 
prayerful and generous support of our parishioners.  I am pleased that now we have added a Youth Ministry 
Program under the direction of Mr. Jonathan DeMent.  We hope to accomplish other plans and projects as 
well. 
 
 A significant contributor to the work of Saint Albert the Great Parish is our Pastoral Council.  I am edi-
fied by their love for our Parish and their ideas for the present and the future.  Included in this issue is a sum-
mary of the activity of our Parish Pastoral Council during 2018 and 2019.  As mentioned above, we are 
pleased to initiate a new Youth Ministry Program, which has been a goal of the Pastoral Council.  With your 
support and involvement, we hope that more of our ideas can become a reality for the life and mission of our 
Parish. 
 
 Your consistent generosity supports all that we do.  We hope to reach a weekly offertory of $20,000, as 
this is basically what we need to meet our payroll, operating expenses and other bills.  Included with this issue 
is our Annual Financial Report.  I am grateful to Mr. Stephen Gessner, Chairman, and the members of our Par-
ish Finance Council, as well as our Parish Business Manager, Mrs. Alice Pesce, for their wonderful work in 
ensuring that we remain prudent and effective in the use of our parish financial resources.  Please review the 
report and know that all that you do is greatly appreciated in supporting our mission.  Thank you for your Sun-
day contributions, and, if possible, please consider a slight increase if your means allow.  I also offer a word of 
deep gratitude to the parishioners who request that donations be made in memory of their loved ones.  These 
donations have helped us in many ways to purchase much-needed items for Church, as well as to provide for 
improvements and renovations.   
 
 Around the time when the Third Edition of the Roman Missal was issued, all of the parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia were instructed that the Tabernacle is to be restored to the center of the sanctuary.  
When I was installed as Pastor of Saint Albert the Great Parish in 2014, the Bishop reminded me that I was to 
do this in our Church.  For several years, I have been considering how this could be done correctly and taste-
fully.  I continue to consult with experts regarding how best to accomplish this since, what is done in the main 
Church also impacts the Daily Mass Chapel.  People also have mentioned more distinctive shrines for the stat-
ues of the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph.  Parishioners have requested spot lights on the Crucifix.  The 
lights we have cannot be adjusted, so it is necessary to install lights which can focus on the altar as well as the 
Crucifix.  I hope that we can make progress on these projects in the near future. 
 
 The first phase, however, will focus on our Church floor.  The carpets are worn and stained.  A number 
of parishes have installed Tarkett flooring in their Churches.  This the flooring used in the lobby of the Empire 
State Building.  It is non-slip, easy to maintain, decorative, and highly durable.  The Pastoral and Finance 
Councils have seen samples of the floor and are in agreement that this is the best option for Saint Albert the 
Great.    
 
 “The love of Christ urges us” (2 Cor. 5:14).  May we remain focused on hope and rooted in Christ’s 
love as we move forward together for the future of Saint Albert the Great Church. 
 

      Sincerely yours in Christ, 
         Monsignor Duncan 

        

Heart Speaks to Heart 
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SPOTLIGHT ON... 

My name is Jonathan DeMent and I am very happy 
to begin here at St. Albert’s as the new Director of 
Youth Ministry! I graduated from Misericordia Uni-
versity in Dallas, PA in December 2018 with a Mas-
ter of Science degree in Organizational Management, 
and my home parish is St. Robert Bellarmine in War-
rington where I have been involved with youth min-
istry for over ten years. I am very excited to work 
with Msgr. Duncan and our incredibly talented pasto-
ral staff as we seek to engage our younger parishion-
ers with opportunities for them to grow in their faith 
and stay involved in the life of the parish during their 
high school experience. 
 
“You have formed us for Yourself, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in you!” I think St. Augustine 
so perfectly describes our work of evangelization. 
Human beings have an innate desire for something 
more and greater in life, and yet how often do we try 
to satisfy this desire with the things of this world! We 
need to look no further than to the One who made us 
in His image and to find rest in the all-loving God 
who so desires to be in a personal relationship with 
each one of us just as we are.  

 
It is our mission to 
spread this powerful 
message of love with our 
high school parishioners 
by offering the oppor-
tunity to participate in a 
Parish Youth Ministry 
program. The adolescent 
experience today can be 
quite challenging with 
the many academic, ath-
letic, extracurricular, and 
social demands of high 
school, and now more 

than ever teens are in need of a safe place for them to 
be themselves, to develop healthy peer relationships, 
and to grow in their faith. We believe that, by re-
sponding to their unique needs, this new program 
will foster growth as intentional disciples who have 
experienced the love of God in their lives in a very 
real way. 
 
As we read the Gospels, we realize that Jesus was so 
successful in His ministry because He focused on 
building relationships with those around Him; He 
called people by name and personally invited them 
on a journey of faith. We are called to spread the 
message of the Gospel in the same way! Our ministry 
to youth must be focused on relationships that give 
teens a sense of belonging, of being seen, and of be-
ing loved; once that bridge between the Church and 
the teenager has been built, then teaching, prayer life, 
and a lived faith through the sacraments and service 
will come about organically. 
 
Discipleship is the journey of the heart that is nur-
tured by love, and so our goal for Parish Youth Min-
istry is to walk with our teenagers and relate the Gos-
pel in a personal way. We wish to personally extend 
an invitation to our high school students to join us on 
this journey, and we also invite our adult parishioners 
to work with us in forming a new generation of disci-
ples! Please feel free to reach out to me at any time if 
I can be of assistance to you, and I look forward to 
journeying with our young parishioners here at St. 
Albert’s! 

“What eye has not 
seen, and ear has 
not heard, and what 
has not entered the 
human heart, what 
God has prepared for 
those who love him!” 
 

1 Corinthians 2:9 
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CONFESSION’S LOVING ENCOUNTER 
By Christine Regan 
 
 Why do we not always love as we should?  Saint 
Paul asked himself the same question in his letter to the 
Romans. “What I do, I do not understand. For I do not 
do what I want, but I do what I hate” (Romans 7:15).  
As disciples of Christ, we know Jesus’ great command-
ment, “Love one another as I have loved you” (John 
15:12). And we do!  And we don’t.  To understand why 
we don’t love as we should, we have to examine what 
happened in the beginning.  In Genesis, we read the 
progression from mankind knowing, loving, and serv-
ing God to no longer living and responding to love as 
God intended.  Enter sin.  Our attitude subtly changed 
from that of “God knows what is best for me” to a 
prideful “I know what is best.”  Over the centuries, hu-
manity has woven a tapestry of selfishness.  Not exclu-
sively, of course.  Both the Word of God and human 
history speak ardently of how love has triumphed over 
evil time and time again.  Mankind was created to bear 
God’s Image, ascribed to be “very good” in the account 
of creation.  Still, original sin rocked and wounded our 
sense of the reality so fundamental to our existence: 
relationship.  Since then, men and women have strug-
gled relationally, becoming out of sync with God and 
our neighbor.  It is the reason why Paul, the great Apos-
tle to the Gentiles, battled with his own sinfulness.  It’s 
the same for everyone.  What can we do about it?  Has 
God already done something about it? 
 Despite the events that took place in the garden, 
God unconditionally desires to continue the relationship 
he initiated with us at creation.  The gift of his Son is 
incarnate, living proof that God has not abandoned us to 
sin and its effects.  God never tires of loving us and still 
loves us when we sin.  There is absolutely nothing we 
can do to make ourselves unlovable in the eyes of God.  
Our Father in Heaven is ready to love us in our sin and 

deliver us out of it.  He seeks us more in our sin be-
cause we need him so desperately in such a state.  This 
does not mean, though, that sinning is the way to earn 
God’s affection.  “I have not come to call the righteous 
to repentance, but sinners” (Luke 5:32).  Christ came 
into the world in the humble circumstance of his birth 
to dwell with and love sinners.  It was for our salvation 
that he went willingly to the cross.  Sin is where things 
go wrong in our relationship with God, but it’s also 
where things can begin to go right, for God can draw 
goodness from any situation.  Recognition of our 
wrongdoing prompts us to respond rightly to our Lord. 
This is good news, for love is the medicine we need for 
the havoc sin wreaks on relationship.  For the prime 
example of God’s love, we look to Christ.  His life and 
mission lived out in union with his Father is relation-
ship in all its glory.  Jesus said, “I came down from 
heaven not to do my own will, but the will of the one 
who sent me” (John 6:38).  “The Father and I are 
one” (John 10:30). 
 Can we experience this kind of harmony in our 
relationship with God?  Yes!  Christ instituted the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation as an occasion of mediation in 
which we are extended God’s love and mercy.  Our 
faith has a long tradition of mediation going back to our 
Jewish roots.  Priests in the Old Testament acted as me-
diators between God and man in offering sacrifice in 
the Temple to atone for sin.  The Old Testament proph-
ets spoke for God and mediated his will to the Chosen 
People.  Scripture is an act of mediation, as God in-
spired certain men to write down his love story to hu-
manity without error.  In the mystery of the Incarnation, 
we receive Christ who is the perfect mediator between 
God and man, because he is both fully God and entirely 
human.  Jesus is the great high priest who offers the 
sacrifice of his own flesh and blood for the sins of the 
world once and for all.  He is the gate through which we 
relate to the Father.  “Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father” (John 14:9). 
 Forgiveness is the hallmark of Jesus’ mission.  
As a continuation and extension of his mercy, he gave 
the apostles, our first priests, a share in his divine au-
thority to forgive sins.  “Peace be with you.  As the Fa-
ther has sent me, so I send you.”  And when he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 
the holy Spirit.  Whose sins you forgive are forgiven 
them, and whose sins you retain are retained” (John 
20:21-23).  From the earliest days of the Church, fol-
lowers of Christ have confessed their sins to a priest.  
Jesus empowered these men, and all those to follow in 
their apostolic ministry, to become mediators so that 
humanity can continue to receive forgiveness, and be 
relationally restored through grace.  It isn’t the priest in 
the confessional who forgives our sins, but God through 
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SAINT ALBERT THE GREAT SCHOOL 

PURSING EXCELLENCE IN AN EPIC WAY! 
 Our first three months have been very busy here 
at St Albert the Great School!  September started off 
with an exciting announcement from the Archdiocese 
recognizing us a School of Distinguished Instruc-
tion.  October is always full of fun with activities such as 
trips to the pumpkin patch or apple orchards, Fire Pre-
vention week, Scholastic Bookfair, Trunk or Treat, and 
our annual visit from the Clay Mobile.  Also, our Sciath-
alon Team and Mathletes competed in local competi-
tions. The big ending to the month was Literature Day 
when the students were surprised when our school was 
transformed into a day at Hogwarts and they learned 
about the world of Harry Potter! 
 During the month of November we celebrated 
The Feast of St. Albert the Great, our parish’s patron 
saint.  We were also pleased to find out for the second 
year in a row, one of our students was chosen by the 
Connelly Foundation as a Neumann Scholarship Win-
ner!  We congratulate Kevin Guerin, our Student Council 
President, on this prestigious award!   
 December started off as a month full of excite-
ment and anticipation of Christmas as we observed the 
Advent Season of waiting for Jesus to be born.  We had 
our Parent’s Association sponsored Santa’s Secret Shop 
and the halls were filled with Christmas songs as the 
children prepared for their Christmas concerts.   
 Our school continues our Christian values of 
serving the community through many service pro-
jects.  The Parent’s Association sponsored a clothing 
drive that not only provided clothing to those in need, but 
also earned our money for our school.  Different grades 
set their sights on helping a variety of charitable causes. 
Our 8th graders volunteered at The Breathing Room 
while our 7th graders walked in the Holy Redeemer 
Breast Cancer Walk. The seventh graders made paracord 
bracelets for soldiers and our third grade jvisited St. Jo-
seph’s Manor to spread some holiday cheer. The entire 
school participated in our Thanksgiving Food Drive 
when we collected 800 food items to be distributed to 
our own parishioners.   
 St. Albert the Great school strives to serve the 
parish community and would like to invite any inter-
ested parents to check out the great things that we are 
doing everyday.  Please check our website or Face-
book page for our upcoming Open Houses! 
 
 

 

Parishioners from Saint Albert the Great 

Pilgrimage to the National Shrine 
By Sharon and Len Cornwall 

 On the clear Saturday morning of October 19, 
parishioners of Saint Albert’s parish joined thousands 
who visit this holy place each year and traveled to the 
Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Washington DC.  One of the ten largest 
churches in the world, the shrine is the largest Catholic 
Church in North America and has some of the most 
unique and beautiful sacred art and architecture on 
earth.  Upon our arrival, we were greeted by Monsignor 
Vito Buonanno, Director of Pilgrimages for the shrine. 
Our pilgrimage began with praying the Rosary and 
Confession.  Through the day, we saw many dedica-
tions to Mary throughout the Basilica from all nations 
of the world.  Archbishop Charles Chaput led the Phila-
delphia Archdiocese on this biannual pilgrimage to the 
shrine and was the celebrant for Mass.  
 In his homily, Archbishop Chaput spoke of 
Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans (4:13, 16-18) saying 
God’s gift to us is righteousness that comes from faith. 
We are called to be sons and daughters of Abraham and 
thus receive many gifts of the Holy Spirit.  In the Gos-
pel of Luke (12; 8-12), Archbishop Chaput reminded us 
that, as disciples of Jesus, we must be fearless in perse-
cution and confident witnesses to our faith.  He contin-
ued reflecting on Saints Jean de Brubeuf and Isaac 
Jogoues and their Companions, whose feast day was 
commemorated that day.  These models of faith have a 
compelling story and that is worth exploring.  Arch-
bishop Chaput knew these saints well because their 
feast day used to be September 26, his birthday.  Saints 
Cosmos and Damian are now remembered on that 
dates, and so the memorial of Saints Jean de Brubeuf 
and Isaac Jogoues and their companions was moved to 
October 19.  The Archbishop spoke of the hardships 
these saints endured in their efforts to convert the Iro-
quois Indian Nation.  He talked about their brave deter-
mination in the face of persecution and martyrdom.  
Holy men and women, pray for us! 

As pilgrims, we left the shrine with an enriched spirit 
and many returned home with beautiful treasures form 
the outstanding gift shop.  Make plans to join the next 
pilgrimage in 2021! 
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question is how many of us are willing to submit to this 
kind of love?  Yet, submit we must if we ever hope be-
come the saint God has called and created us to be.  It is 
paradise in the making, and the foundation for building 
and living in the Kingdom of God.   
 The God of Love didn't just model this love for 
us.  He lived it because it is who He is.  The Creator of 
the universe humbled Himself to share in our humanity.  
He revealed His love to us through His Word Incarnate, 
Jesus Christ, who made it very clear that He and the 
Father were one.  Jesus reveals a Father who is tolerant 
and compassionate, whose love and mercy are without 
limits, and who is willing to go to extraordinary lengths 
to save His people so that they have the opportunity to 
be with Him for all eternity.  Jesus tells His disciples 
that there is no greater love than to lay one's life down 
for one's friends.  This is agape love.  It involves sacri-
fice and surrender and it lies at the heart of God's identi-
ty.  

 Who hasn't sacrificed their time for the good of 
another?  Who hasn't had to surrendered their ego, 
pride, or desires for the good of another at some point 
in time?  Of course, in most cases this sacrifice and sur-
render probably involved someone we love, which 
makes choosing agape love much easier.  However, it's 
much more challenging to make such sacrifices and sur-
render for someone we don't know or even dislike.  
Why?  Because we lack the will or motivation to do so.  
Yet, Jesus ties love of God and love of neighbor togeth-
er in the two great commandments.  We are called first-
ly to love God with every fiber of our being, our whole 
heart, mind, soul, strength, and body, but Jesus also 
equates the second great commandment to love our 
neighbor as ourselves with our love for God.  John in 
his 1st epistle acknowledges the intimate link between 
these two great commandments when he says, "If any-
one says, 'I love God,' but hates his brother, he is a liar; 
for whoever does not love a brother whom he has seen 
cannot love God whom he has not seen" (1 Jn 4:20).   
 So, what about your relationship with God?  
What sacrifices do you make for love of God?  Do you 
willingly choose to surrender your will to God's will for 

love of Him?  When we pit our will against God's will, 
that is sin, and with the exception of Jesus and Mary, 
we are all guilty of that.  So how do we grow in our 
love for God in such a way that it allows us to experi-
ence the fullness of God Himself who is love?  Take the 
following "resolutions" into consideration for the new 
year: 
1.  Read the Bible in One Year  

According to St. Jerome, "ignorance of Scripture is ig-
norance of Christ."  After all, Scripture is the Word of 
God, and Jesus is the Word of God incarnate.  We need 
to know Scripture.  We need to study Scripture so that 
we can come to know and experience the love of God.  
Consider committing to reading the Bible over the 
course of a year.  A great site to get you started on this 
daily devotion is: 

https://readthecatholicbibleinayear.wordpress.com/.   
You can start anytime and what's nice is it allows you to 
resume anytime if you fall away from this daily habit!  
2.  Abstain on Fridays!  
Talk about sacrifice!  Abstaining from eating meat eve-
ry Friday is still a "thing" in the Catholic Church 
(Canon 1250, 1251). However, on the Fridays outside 
of Lent the U.S. Bishops Conference obtained permis-
sion from the Holy See for U.S. Catholics to substitute 
abstinence from meat on Friday's outside of Lent with a 
penitential, or charitable practice of their own choosing. 
So, first, consider actually abstaining from meat on Fri-
days throughout the year as a penitential act (remember, 
agape love is a willful and deliberate choice). Couple it 
with praying the rosary, a special novena, daily Mass, 
or some other prayerful act and you're well on the way 
to spiritual renewal. Perhaps instead of abstaining from 
meat on Fridays outside of Lent, you can make an effort 
to abstain from texting, Netflix, social media, video 
games, or anything else that soaks up your leisure time, 
even if it's only for 30 – 60 minutes, and then use that 
new found time on Friday to concentrate on your rela-
tionship with God.  
3.  Engage the Sacraments  
Consider making an effort to get to daily Mass at least 
once a week. Yeah, you may have to get up a little ear-
lier on that day (you know, sacrificial love and all), but 
it will be time well spent. Also consider getting yourself  
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to confession at least once a month.  Every solid rela-
tionship is requires integrity and honesty.  So get hon-
est with the Lord!  Set a time for regular confession on 
your calendar. Add a reminder to your cell phone. The 
grace of that monthly discipline will go a long way in 
helping you kick some habits that are adding weight to 
your heart and soul and may be separating you from 
God's love.   

4.  Engage Your Faith  
Consider delving into your faith by participating in at 
least one formation program this year. As disciples we 
are called to lifelong formation.  There are a wealth of 
opportunities provided by the parish each year from 
evenings of reflection, to formation seminars, but there 
is also a wealth of material available online at sites like 
FORMED.org.   You can access a free subscription to 
FORMED.org that is provided by the parish by visit-
ing: https://saintalthegreat.formed.org/.  You can even 
conduct a study on your own at home using 
FORMED.org.  Better yet, invite family or friends to 
join you once a week for a home study and make it a 
social and prayerful gathering.  Now that's evangeliza-
tion!  
5.  Make Time for Silence 
Screwtape, the main character in C.S. Lewis' work, 
"The Screwtape Letters," stated that the best way to 
sway a Christian from God was to make enough noise 
that man could no longer hear his God.  For those un-
familiar with the work, Screwtape was a devil who 
was writing letters to his nephew (also a devil), offer-
ing guidance and wisdom on how to subvert the efforts 
of the "enemy" (aka God).  C.S. Lewis penned this 
work in 1939.  Consider the volume of noise in the 
world today.  We have never been more distracted and 
bombarded with noise than we are today with the ad-
vent of cell phones, Internet, tablets, streaming ser-
vices, etc.  It's rare to see someone without a device of 
some sort in their hands when out and about.  We need 
to make time for silence just so that we can hear the 
voice of God.  Consider scheduling time during your 
day to check out of the mayhem and check in with 
God.  I advise setting an alarm on your cell phone for a 
recurring time each day.  If it goes off and it's an in-
convenient time, then reset the alarm right then and 
there for later in the day.  Don't let the moment slip by.  
You really can't afford it.  Start small, maybe just five 
to seven minutes, and spend that time just resting in 

God's silent presence.  It'll quickly become the 
highpoint of your day. 
 All of these resolutions require some degree of 
sacrifice and surrender, but that is the essence of True 
Love – Godly love.  Let these resolutions help us de-
velop this Godly love so that our "every act is done 
with love" (1 Cor 16:14), and we may begin to live in 
God's image and likeness.     
 Here's a final thought.  One of the wisest peo-
ple I know shared the following insight.  Love is not 
something God does.  It is the essence of who He is.  If 
you've ever experienced the love of a parent, a friend, 
a child, a spouse, etc. then you have experienced God 
Himself and glimpsed what awaits you in heaven.  
Likewise, if you have ever experienced what it is like 
to not be loved, then you’ve experienced a glimpse of 
hell.  Each of us over the course of our lives have 
helped others to experience God's love and a little slice 
of heaven, but we have also caused others to experi-
ence hell in our failure to love as we are called to love.  
Learning to love as God is love is to become like God.  
It builds the Kingdom of God.  It leads to holiness, 
heaven, and an eternity of perfect Love.  So, what's 
love got to do with it?  Everything. 
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the mediation of the priest, the representative of 
Christ.  Pope Saint Leo the Great said, “What was vis-
ible in Christ has now passed over into the sacraments 
of the Church.”  It is Christ who lovingly awaits to 
encounter us in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Em
manuel, the name of Christ revealed by Gabriel to the 
Blessed Mother means God is with us.  The call of the 
Christian life is to see Christ in others and be Christ to 
one another.  Priests live this call uniquely and most 
powerfully in the sacraments.  They are Christ for the 
Church and Christ works through them in Confession 
so God can be with us in our sin, when he need him 
most. 
 Confessing sins to a priest allows us to have 
personal contact with God in our weak moments. Re-
member a time when you sinned against someone you 
loved and who loved you.  Not an accident (because 
sin is not accidental), but rather when you willfully 
knew the right thing to do and did the opposite.  You 
knew you had to begin to repair the damage that was 
done.  A text or call was not sufficient.  This had to be 
done in person.  You expressed your sorrow in his or 
her presence and longed to hear in return the precious 
words “I forgive you.”  You also heard the words “I 
love you” and you resolved to love again and better in 
the future.  You heard these words with your own ears 
and the experience was priceless.  It is Christ and this 
very relational exchange that awaits us in the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. 

https://saintalthegreat.formed.org
https://saintalthegreat.formed.org/


 

 

 Pastoral Council Update: Accomplishments 
and Activities from our 2019 Sessions  

 
The Saint Albert the Great Pastoral Council meets 
approximately six times a year to discuss issues, big 
and small, directly related to the policies and practic-
es of our parish. The role of the Pastoral Council is 
essentially to act as a guiding force and oversight en-
tity that ensures Saint Albert the Great Parish is ful-
filling its stated mission.  
 
The Pastoral Council humbly submits the following 
report to our parish community in an effort to keep 
you apprised of our work during 2019, as well as 
considerations moving into the future. While there 
are always a number of issues that are discussed dur-
ing our sessions, this report is a brief overview on 
actionable items that we believe highlight our work 
on the council. This report is not meant to be all in-
clusive, rather we aim here to provide a sampling of 
what we do in order for our parish community to bet-
ter understand our role in the parish.   
 
The highlights of our work during the 2018-19 Ca-
nonical year include:  
 Formation, revision, and adoption of a Parish 

Mission Statement (see back page)  
 Discussion and formation of a Parish Communi-

cation sub-committee to better foster parish en-
gagement in our Church’s wide-ranging minis-
tries and activities  

 Discussion of creating a Gift-bearer sign-up sheet 
and schedule that allows more parish families to 
further participate in Mass. This is still in the 
planning phase 

 Presentation and discussion from school Princi-
pal, Mr. John Schrenk, to gain a better under-
standing of our school families, school activities, 
and spiritual formation  

 Consideration and deliberation of the publication 
Letter to a Suffering Church that we pray will 
help in the healing of and understanding by our 
parishioners related to sexual abuse crisis  

 Planning and consideration for the continued 
beautification of our Church  

 
Please know that our Pastoral Council remains com-
mitted to carrying on the mission of our parish. It is a 
privilege and an honor to serve in this capacity at 
Saint Albert the Great Parish, and we look forward to 
continuing our work.   
 
With service and respect,  
The Pastoral Council of Saint Albert the Great 

 

Annual Financial Report 

December 31, 2019 

Dear Parishioner: 
 
 The St. Albert the Great Finance Council is 
pleased to present the parishioners with a summary of 
the Parish finances for the previous fiscal year.  In-
cluded with this letter is the Statement of Revenue 
and Expenses for the year ended June 30, 2019.  The 
statement also includes the parish budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year of July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 
 Total revenue for the year ended June 30, 
2019 exceeded expenses by $72,186.  Total revenue 
for the year ended June 30, 2019 was $2,937,879.  
This is the combined revenue for both the church and 
school and represents a decrease of $9,154 from the 
prior fiscal year.  Contributions, which accounted for 
38% of parish revenue, were down $4,538.  Fifty two 
percent of the revenue is provided by tuition and re-
lated fees, which decreased by $68,766.  Sources of 
the remaining 10% of revenue include socials and 
donations, religious education programs and invest-
ment income.   
 The cost of operating the school (educational 
expenses) and the church for the last fiscal year to-
taled $2,040,228 and $825,465, respectively.   School 
expenses were down $33,294, while church related 
expenses increased $23,980.  Expenses for education 
consumed 70% of the parish revenue and the Church 
28%.  The church subsidized $318,094 of school ex-
penses this year, down from $325,142 in the prior 
year.  The school educated 439 students from Pre-K 
through 8th grade last year at a cost of about $4,647 
per child.  
 The $97,239 of capital improvements include 
$15,700 for upgrading the sound system in the 
Church.  The remaining $81,539 relates to the re-
placement of interior and exterior doors and the in-
stallation of a FOB entry system for the School.  
These improvements increased the security of the fa-
cilities and provide a safer learning environment for 
our students.   The projects were funded from the par-
ish capital improvements fund.  
 The Finance Council expresses its deep grati-
tude to our priests, teachers, and parish staff for their 
extraordinary work on our behalf.  The council 
thanks all those who contributed, so faithfully and 
generously, to the parish this past fiscal year.  Your 
continued support is greatly appreciated and invalua-
ble to the mission of our parish. 
 

(Statement of Income and Expenses on next page) 
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God Is Love 
1 John 4:7-21 

 
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows 
God.  Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love.  In this way the love of God was revealed 
to us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through him.  In this is love: not that we 
have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, 
we also must love one another.  No one has ever seen God.  Yet, if we love one another, God remains in us, 
and his love is brought to perfection in us.  This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us, that he 
has given us of his Spirit.  Moreover, we have seen and testify that the Father sent his Son as savior of the 
world.  Whoever acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God remains in him and he in God.  We have 
come to know and to believe in the love God has for us.  God is love, and whoever remains in love remains in 
God and God in him.  In this is love brought to perfection among us, that we have confidence on the day of 
judgment because as he is, so are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear 
because fear has to do with punishment, and so one who fears is not yet perfect in love.  We love because he 

first loved us.  If anyone says, “I love God,” but hates his brother, he is a liar; for whoever does not love a 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.  This is the commandment we have from 
him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.” 

 

For God so loved the world,                        

that he gave his only Son,                       

that whoever believes in him should 

not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16  

For Reflection 

The Rule of Love 
Mere Christianity, Author C.S. Lewis 

 

The rule for all of us is perfectly simple.  Do not waste time bothering 
whether you 'love' your neighbor; act as if you did.  As soon as we do 
this we find one of the great secrets.  When you are behaving as if you 
loved someone, you will presently come to love him.  If you injure 
someone you dislike, you will find yourself disliking him more.  If you 
do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less.  There is, 
indeed, one exception.  If you do him a good turn, not to please God 
and obey the law of charity, but to show him what a fine forgiving chap 
you are, and to put him in your debt, and then sit down to wait for his 
'gratitude', you will probably be disappointed.  (People are not fools: 
they have a very quick eye for anything like showing off, or patronage.)  
But whenever we do good to another self, just because it is a self, made 
(like us) by God, and desiring its own happiness as we desire ours, we 
shall have learned to love it a little more or, at least, to dislike it less.                                             

Clive Staples Lewis 10 
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Victoria Brielle Maresca 

Grace Kathleen Dunn 

Shane Matthew Reinhardt 

Brianne Joelle Kern 

Sullivan Charles Schramm 

Christopher Michael Paris, Jr. 

Virginia Leigh Waters 

James Christian Warp 

Benjamin David Parette 

Zachary Cole Parette 

Cynthia Ella Grace Bonus 

Alexander J. Bonus 

Danielle Angelucci, Nicholas       

Aughenbaugh & Family 

Kevin Armango & Rebecca Morrin 

Antoinetta Baccari, Joseph Headly & 

Family 

Kerri Bossert & Family 

Matthew & Amanda Broderick & 

Family 

Kevin & Lauren Donahue 

 

Joseph & Kate Fay & Family 

James Hansen, Joanna Ventresca & 

Family 

Nicholas & Rosemarie Iagovino & 

Family 

Theresa & Theodore Manko 

Sean & Christine McGinnis &       

Family 

Brittany Meehan 

Joseph Mullin & Anna Berezowska 

Megan & David Oyler & Family 

Kathleen & Joseph Pantalone &    

Family 

David & Claire Rietzen & Family 

Thomas & Jennifer Schaffling &   

Family 

Joseph & Erin Schlacter & Family 

Joseph & Kathleen Smith 

Sarah Wiley 

Rocco Dicianno & Natalie Cooper 

Benjamin Joseph Atkinson & Madeline Louise Clifford 

Andrew Guy Bongiovanni, Jr. & Courtney Faith Ruhling 

Christopher Stephen Lally & Angela Anastasia Hess 

Ryan Charles Eidenshink & Jaclyn Ann Larmour 

Corey Scott Landes & Maggie Ann Gerrity 

Harry Shelkin 

Claudia Palmieri 

Samuel Gabriel, Sr. 

James Murphy 

Margaret Jean Neher 

Therese A. Everman 

Alice Goodchild 

Joan Szrankowski 

Mary Gillard 

Joseph F. Pajak 

Lawrence Peischl 

Robert Grant 

Italo Pesce 

Kathleen Wilkinson 

Katharina Piree 

Anne “Nancy” Ruff 

Rose Franchetti 

Virginia Koch 

CHILD OF GOD THROUGH BAPTISM: 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS: 

UNITED IN HOLY MATRIMONY:  

ETERNAL REST GRANT UNTO THEM, O LORD. 

11 September 1-November 30, 2019 
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SOUTHAMPTON, PA 

Mission Statement 

Saint Albert the Great Parish is a Catholic Community united in our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  As the Body of Christ, we are committed to building a vibrant 

parish family where the Word of God is proclaimed, studied, and integrated 

into daily living.  Our worship, in Word and Sacrament, celebrates the pres-

ence of God in our midst.  We witness the Gospel through our actions of 

care and concern for those around us.  We take the time to discern the gifts 

and needs of our parish and develop lay leadership accordingly. 

Mass Schedule  
Sunday Masses  
Saturday Mass: 5:00 PM Vigil 
Sunday: 8:00 & 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM  
Youth & Young Adult Mass September through May: 2nd Saturday of the month @ 5 PM & 4th Sunday of the month @ 12 PM  

Weekday Mass: Monday-Saturday: 8:00 AM  
Holy Days of Obligation  
Holy Day Vigil Mass: 7:00 PM  
Holy Day Masses: 6:30 & 10:00 AM  
 
Confessions: Tuesdays: 7:00 - 7:45 PM (in Rectory - call beforehand) 
Saturdays: 4:00 - 4:45 PM (in Church)  
Also available by appointment.  
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